
MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Virtual Special Meeting 
Monday, October 19, 2020 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
The special meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission of the Village of Glencoe conducted  
virtually in accordance with Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-55 was called to order by the 
Commission Chair Peter Van Vechten at 5:36 p.m. on the 19th day of October, 2020.  
 
Prior to roll call, Chair Van Vechten stated that pursuant to recently adopted amendments to the 
Illinois Open Meetings Act (OMA) included in Public Act 101-0640, the Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting was being conducted as a virtual meeting via Zoom video conferencing software. 
He also stated that a quorum of members of the Commission were present via remote access and that 
Management Analyst/Deputy Village Clerk Jordan Lester was physically present at Village Hall as 
required by OMA.  
 
The following Commissioners were in attendance: 
Peter Van Vechten, Chair  
Erika Block 
Mitchell Carrel 
Diane Schwarzbach  
 
The following were also present: 
Ellen Van Vechten, 1023 Meadow Road  
Jordan Lester, Management Analyst/Deputy Village Clerk  
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There were no comments from the public.  
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS CERTIFIED LANDMARK APPLICATION FOR 1023 MEADOW ROAD  
As homeowner of the property, Chair Van Vechten recused himself from the agenda item, and 
Commissioner Block facilitated the public hearing.  
 
Commissioner Block opened the public hearing at 5:42 p.m. to consider an application submitted by 
Peter and Ellen Van Vechten requesting certified landmark designation for their home located at 1032 
Meadow Road. 
 
Chair Van Vechten shared Ellen’s and his desires to protect their Frank Lloyd Wright-designed home 
for the architectural, historical and architectural future of both the Wright-designed Ravine Bluffs 
neighborhood and entire Glencoe community. Chair Van Vechten provided an overview of the Van 
Vechtens’ application and noted key i property details included in the application materials. 



 
 
 

There were no comments from the public. 
 
The Commission determined 1023 Meadow Road met the following criteria regarding the property’s 
architectural, historical and/or cultural significance: 
 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 

 
A. Standard: The home has significant character, interest, or value as part of the historic, cultural, 

aesthetic, or architectural characteristics of the Village, the State of Illinois, or the United States. 
HPC Findings: The Ravine Bluffs subdivision is significant architecturally for the Village, State and 
Cook County. The home is one of six houses in the subdivision designed by noted American 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright.  

 
B. Standard: The home is closely identified with a historic person or persons.  

HPC Findings: The home was designed by Wright as part of the Ravine Bluffs subdivision, which 
was developed by Sherman and Elizabeth Booth, both prominent Glencoe residents.  
 

C. Standard: The home involves the notable efforts of a master builder, designer, architectural firm or 
artists. 
HPC Findings: The home was designed by Wright, who is widely considered to be the United 
States’ greatest architect.  
 

D. Standard: The home is in an area that had yielded or is likely to yield historically significant 
information, or even prehistoric data. 
HPC Findings: The home is part of the Ravine Bluffs subdivision, which as a unit, is of historic 
significance. Scholars continue to study Wright’s work and influence. 
 

E. Standard: The home has the unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an 
established or familiar visual feature. 
HPC Findings: The home is one of the key components of the Ravine Bluffs subdivision. The home’s 
physical relationship to its neighbors is important to an understanding of Wright’s plan for the 
subdivision.  
 

ARCHITECTURAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 

 
A. Standard: The home represents certain distinguishing characteristics of architecture inherently 

valuable for the study of a time period, type of property, method of construction or use of 
indigenous materials that embody elements of design, detail, material or craftsmanship of 
exceptional quality. 
HPC Findings: The home is a prime example of Wright’s designs for modest housing. It utilized 
innovative construction techniques for the time and exemplifies Wright’s design principles of 
connection to nature, spatial flow around a central fireplace and use of materials. 
 

B. Standard: The home has undergone minimal or no alteration since its original construction. 
HPC Findings: The home has had minimal substantive changes during its 105 year history, and 
known modifications and respective dates are recorded.  



 
 
 

 
 

C. Standard: The home is one of the few remaining examples of a particular architectural style, or is 
part of a contiguous grouping that has a sense of cohesiveness expressed through a similarity of 
style, characteristics, time period, type of property, method of construction or use of indigenous 
materials and accents the architectural significance of the area. 
HPC Findings: The home is one of nine Wright-designed homes in Glencoe, the third largest 
concentration of Wright’s residential work outside of Chicago and Oak Park, Illinois. 
 

D. Standard: The detail, material and workmanship of the structure can be valued in and of 
themselves as reflective of or similar to those of the majority of the other visual elements in the 
area. 
HPC Findings: The home is one of nine Wright-designed homes in Glencoe, the third largest 
concentration of Wright’s residential work outside of Chicago and Oak Park, Illinois. 
 

HISTORICAL CONSIDERATIONS: The home, structure, building, object, site or area: 
 

A. Standard: The home is an exceptional example of a historic or vernacular style. 
HPC Findings: The home is a classic example of Wright’s prairie style for a modest house. 
 

B. Standard: The home is one of the few such remaining properties of its kind in the Village. 
HPC Findings: The home is one of nine remaining Wright designs in Glencoe, the third largest 
concentration of his residential work outside of Chicago and Oak Park, Illinois.  
 

C. Standard: The home has a strong association with the life of a person, group or is associated with 
an organization or group, whether formal or informal, from which persons have significantly 
contributed to or participated in the historic or cultural events of the United States, State of Illinois 
or the Village.  
HPC Findings: In addition to Wright, the home is associated with Sherman and Elizabeth Booth. All 
three individuals contributed substantially to Glencoe’s history and the art of architecture. 

 
At 6:06 p.m., Commissioner Carrel moved, seconded by Commissioner Schwarzbach, to close the 
public hearing. The motion was approved with the following roll call vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach (3) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  Van Vechten (1)  
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
Commissioner Carrel moved, seconded by Commissioner Schwarzbach, to recommend 1023 Meadow 
Road for certified landmark status and to forward such recommendation to the Village Board for 
consideration. The motion was passed with the following roll call vote:  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach (3) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  Van Vechten (1)  
ABSENT: None (0) 

 
4. OTHER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

There were no other items for discussion.  
 

5. ADJOURN 
At 6:18 p.m., Commissioner Block moved, seconded by Commissioner Carrel, to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion was approved with the following roll call vote: 
 

RESULT: ACCEPTED 
AYES: Block, Carrel, Schwarzbach, Van Vechten (4) 
NAYS: None (0) 
ABSTAIN:  None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 
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